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Re Box V, 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl : EP 0 985 915 A (NEW HOLLAND U.K. LIMITED) March 15, 2000 (2000-03-15) 
D2 : DE 199 07 950 Al (SIEMENS AG) September 14, 2000 (2000-09-14) 
D3 : US 6 1 15 654 A (EID ET AL) September 5, 2000 (2000-09-05) 

2 Document Dl is regarded as the closest prior art. It discloses (the references in 
parentheses relate to this document): A method having the following steps (see 
paragraph 0021) for recognizing a sensor type, from which the subject of independent 
claim 1 differs in that: A first condition is checked that will have been met if a sensor's 
measuring signal exceeds a first threshold, - a second condition will be checked if the 
first has been met, with the second condition having been met if a gradient of the 
measuring signal is greater in amount than a predefined second threshold, if the first 
and second condition have been met, then a sensor having a signal-value-range 
multiplex output for the measuring signal will be recognized, and if at least one of the 
conditions has not been met, then a sensor not having a signal-value-range multiplex 
output for the measuring signal will be recognized. 

2.1 The subject of claim 1 is thus novel (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

The object to be achieved by means of the present invention can hence be seen in 
providing a method by means of which a sensor type having a signal-value-range 
multiplex output and a sensor type not having a signal-value-range multiplex output 
can be recognized simply (see page 1, lines 8-21). 

2.2 The method proposed for achieving said object in claim 1 of the present application is 
based on an inventive activity (Article 33(3) PCT) because its features are neither 
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disclosed by the available state of the art nor are obvious from said state. 



3 Claims 2-5 are dependent on claim 1 and so likewise fulfill the PCT requirements in 
terms of novelty and inventive activity. 
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